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RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

 
Regarding Infant Mortality 

The General Assembly, 
 

Deeply disturbed by infant mortality rates, especially in those of developing nations in 
Sub-Saharan Africa, South America, and Western Asia, 
 

Recognizing that the death rates of children below the age 5, which were on a steady 
decline since 1980, have significantly increased since 2013, 
 

Bearing in mind that 99% of infant deaths occur in developing nations, and that over 
80% of these deaths are the result of various infections and delivery complications, common 
culprits being malaria, eclampsia, severe hemorrhaging, and amniotic embolisms, 

 
Noting further that much of the remainder of these deaths are caused by 

socioeconomic factors linked to issues of general poverty and malnutrition, including but not 
limited to: diarrhea, pneumonia, tuberculosis and extreme dehydration, 
 

Deeply regretting that all aforementioned birth complications and causes are largely 
preventable with proper prenatal, neonatal, and delivery care, 
 

Taking note that developing nations with smaller economies, particularly on the 
African continent, have 6 times the infant mortality rate of the developed world, 
 

Noting further that escalation in infant mortality rates are strongly correlated with 
areas of elevated civil strife and instability,  
 



 

Noting with grave concern that deteriorating environmental conditions as a result of 
industrial activity and global climate change have resulted in rising infant mortality rates in 
regions that are most affected, regardless of economic status, 
 

Aware of the importance of access to neonatal and postpartum care for mothers and 
newborns in reducing probability of death, 
 

Recalling previous UN efforts under the Millenium Development Goals to reduce 
infant mortality rates, which were successful in reducing the global mortality rate of children 
aged 0 to 5 by over one half, 
 

Further stressing the importance of infant mortality on countries of the world, as high 
infant mortality rates are generally indicative of unmet human health needs in sanitation, 
medical care, nutrition, and education, 
 

Regretting failure to reduce global mortality rate by a minimum of two-thirds, 
however noting the efficacy of previous efforts from 1990, 

 
1. Urges that a wide range of neonatal and postpartum facilities and resources are made 

available in all countries, and provided to the best standard possible, including:  
 

(a) Access to immunization for mothers and treatment for infections; 

(b) Information for new mothers on appropriate care; 

(c) Stressing importance of exclusive breastfeeding practices; 

 
2. Implores that all developed countries give full and unanimous support to the 

implementation of funds for the creation of effective pregnancy teaching practices in 
developing nations; 

3. Further requests a contribution of 0.5% of Gross National Product (GNP) by 
developed member states to be used for the purposes of providing mothers in 
developing countries with proper neonatal care; 

4. Designates a target to reduce the rate of preventable deaths for infants and children 
under 5 years of age to no more than 25 per 1,000 live births by 2030.  
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