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RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

 

Regarding Internet Censorship 

The General Assembly, 

Recognizing unrestricted access to the Internet as tantamount to protecting the freedom 
and liberties of the individual, serving as a medium through which people, regardless of race, 
ethnicity, class, or sex, can stay informed about the world, and satisfy a basic civic duty, 

Further recognizing that the Internet acts as an important platform, through which 
citizens are able to freely communicate with one another, criticize institutions of power, and 
mobilize efforts for social progress, 

Concerned by the global decline in Internet Freedom, as more and more countries 
implement policies that restrict people’s abilities to freely access the internet, and noting that 
the severity of these restrictions continues to grow, 

Recalling that India’s internet service has been intermittently shut down by the Indian 
government 95 times in 2019 alone, and that people living in the Kashmir region have been 
unable to access the internet since August 5th, 2019 due to a government order to sever all 
communications within the formerly-autonomous region, 

Disturbed by the broad capabilities of the Great Firewall, developed by the People’s 
Republic of China, which engages in mass censorship by preventing access to almost all 
foreign websites, and filtering all web pages and communications when certain keywords are 
mentioned, 

Cognizant that in many cases, content is censored for political purposes through the 
suppression of information and dissenting voices,  

 



Believing that any degree of censorship which results in the withholding of 
information or suppression of dissent, regardless of motivation, inherently disrupts these 
fundamental elements of a free society, 

Fully aware that even in the absence of overt censorship, mass surveillance and 
intrusive law enforcement practices still creates, in many cases, a chilled internet environment 
that severely stifles the free exchange of information and ideas,  

Further disturbed by the efforts made by the People’s Republic of China to promote 
self-censorship through the implementation of a social credit system, in which citizens can 
have their quality of life and livelihood threatened for openly criticizing the government 

Bearing in mind that governments are not the only bodies which have engaged in 
internet censorship, as private Internet Service Providers have been accused of engaging in 
similar activities in the past for commercial and political purposes, particularly within the 
United States, 

Alarmed by a federal ruling made by the United States government in 2018, which 
repealed the previously upheld principle of net neutrality, by which data may not be 
discriminated against based on its source, and the precedent this ruling sets by further 
allowing private companies within the country to engage in censorship practices, 

Resolute in its belief that unrestricted access to information and communication on the 
World Wide Web is essential to ensuring that the world may continue to make progress in 
solving all major global issues, improving the lives of all people, 

1. Condemns nations who currently engage in any form of internet censorship for 
political purposes; 

2. Urges member states to immediately draft and pass legislation with the intent of lifting 
or reducing restrictions on internet access, and of preventing restrictions from being 
imposed in the future; 

3. Calls upon member states to terminate any government practices which result in the 
following consequences: 

 

(a) The undermining of an individual’s right to free speech on the Internet;  
 

(b) The creation of a “chilling effect” through the implicit threat of legal sanctions 
against citizens for using the Internet to exercise their right to free speech; 

4. Endorses the creation of a UN inspector commission that will survey the government 
practices of all member states to identify those which infringe upon their citizens’ 
ability to freely access the Internet. 
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