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RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

 
Regarding Global Dependence on Petroleum 

The General Assembly, 

Recognizing that much of the global economy is currently dependent on the extraction 
and consumption of crude oil. also known as petroleum, and is the most traded resource of the 
modern age, with all nations currently consuming some amount of the resource on a daily basis, 

Concerned by the inherently limited supply of crude oil, a non-renewable resource which 
at current extraction rates, humans are projected to exhaust within the next 55 years, 

Deeply concerned that due to its limited supply, the extraction rate of crude oil has been 
declining in the middle east, and is projected to decrease by as much as 27% over the next 
decade, 

Increasingly worried by the continued dependence of multiple nations on the extraction 
of crude oil as a major contributor to their economy, and by the lack of government action that 
has been undertaken to reduce economic dependence on crude oil extraction, 

Noting that chronic economic dependence on resource extraction has a tendency to lead 
to social unrest and political instability once the resources in question are fully extracted, due to 
an inability for other domestic industries to sufficiently support the nation’s economy once the 
resource supply depletes, or during periods of shock in supply and demand, 

Further noting that countries which rely on crude oil as an energy source lack adequate 
investment in other sources of energy to fill any gap that may arise as a result of decreasing 
crude oil extraction and rising oil prices, 



 

Cautious of the increased risk of power shortages as a result of overdependence on crude 
oil, circumstances that would put immense, possibly life-threatening, pressure on the more 
vulnerable sectors of society, including the sick and the elderly, 

Reminding member states of their commitment towards meeting the conditions set out by 
the 2015 Paris Climate Agreement, which aims to reduce annual CO2 emissions by 20%, 

Conscious that the extraction and consumption of crude oil currently acts as a major 
contributor to global CO2 emissions, with petroleum-related activities emitting 43 megatonnes of 
CO2 daily, 16,000 megatonnes annually, or more than 40% of our annual CO2 emissions, 

Welcoming the recent strides in the scientific community in creating technology which 
can aid countries in reducing their crude oil consumption by providing alternative material and 
fuel sources, 

Acknowledging that further scientific research is still required to make these recent 
innovations more accessible to consumers, commercially viable for businesses, and scalable for 
governments, 

Stressing the necessity of limiting global dependence on crude oil in protecting the 
well-being of our citizens, and in creating a stable and robust global economy, 

1. Urges all signatories of the 2015 Paris Climate Agreement to reaffirm their commitment 
towards meeting all of the agreement’s conditions; 
 

2. Recommends member states which are economically able to do so, to either implement, 
or further tighten divestment policies against their domestic fossil fuel industries to 
encourage the development of alternative methods for energy generation; 
 

3. Implores applicable member states to have petroleum exports make up no more than 10% 
of national GDP by 2025; 
 

4. Calls upon member states to contribute at least 0.5% of their GDP towards government 
programs which promote further research into sustainable products by 2025; 
 

5. Further urges all member states to have fossil fuels make up no more than 25% of 
national energy grids by 2030. 
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