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RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
 

Regarding Water Scarcity 

The General Assembly, 

Deeply concerned by the ongoing issue of water scarcity in several nations, affecting 
billions of people worldwide, and posing a fundamental obstacle to human development within 
these regions, 

Bearing in mind that 700 million people worldwide are living under water-scarce 
conditions, a figure that is expected to grow to 1.8 billion people by 2025, as well as 664 million 
people currently exposed to polluted drinking water, 

Aware that regions with arid climates are especially at risk for water shortages, due to 
their lower annual precipitation levels, 

Further aware that every year, more than 1 million people die in Africa from diseases 
linked to poor sanitation, poor hygiene and contaminated water, which in 2012 alone, also 
contributed to 12.6 million deaths, 

Further concerned that water shortages are largely responsible for the social disorder and 
economic poverty of these regions, which in turn render it more difficult for water to be 
efficiently distributed within affected communities, further exacerbating the issue in a cyclic 
manner, 

Welcoming the progress that has been made on the African continent in expanding citizen 
access to clean water, in efforts to meet their Millenium Development Goals, 

Cognizant that global climate change threatens to exacerbate the severity of these water 
shortages, with up to 200 million people possibly displaced in the near future from regions most 



 

severely affected due to the increased presence of natural phenomena such as desertification, sea 
level rise, and increased extreme weather events, 

Aware that failure to address the issue of water scarcity in the most severely affected 
areas risks the triggering of local conflicts, as communities compete over access to water 
resources, 

Noting that rising global temperatures is expected to influence weather patterns around 
the world, further exacerbating the issue, 

Gravely alarmed that many countries in the Middle East and Africa face extreme cases of 
water scarcity, as their naturally low water supplies have been further decreased by rising 
temperatures, pushing their water systems into extreme stress, with some countries now heavily 
dependant on seawater desalination systems to supply drinking water to people and industries. 

Recognizing that lack of water access often arises as a result of poor resource 
management, lack of government coordination, and inadequate sanitation infrastructure, which 
leads to water being expended faster than it can be replenished through natural water systems, 

Reaffirming that immediate and decisive government action is key to relieving hundreds 
of millions of people from the negative impacts of water scarcity, 

1. Urges, the development, implementation, and upgrading of water facilities for the 
purposes of combating water waste and pollution and limiting its over-usage, especially 
in regions of scarcity; 

2. Strongly recommends member states to develop comprehensive plans for responding to 
future water crises, and to work toward implementing improved water systems in both 
agriculture and waste management, and trying to reduce the waste of water; 

3. Calls upon member states to put 1% of their Gross National Product, and for developed 
countries to contribute an additional 0.5% of their Gross National Product to fund 
programs which help affected countries improve their water management systems, 
provide clean water for citizens, and reduce water scarcity until the affected countries are 
able to become self-sufficient. 
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