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RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE HEALTH COUNCIL 

 
Regarding the Opioid Epidemic 

 
The Health Council, 
 

Deeply concerned by the rising levels of drug abuse around the world, which constitutes 
one of the most serious public health issues in the developed world, with 275 million people 
worldwide engaging in substance abuse, and which impedes the economic, social, and public 
health of the communities it affects, 
  

Acknowledging that rise of this issue can mainly be attributed to the development of 
synthetic opioids such as fentanyl and carfentanil, which are significantly cheaper to produce, 
easier to obtain, and more potent than heroin, and has since led to a rise in overdose cases around 
the world, being the main factor of 118,000 deaths annually, 
 

Recognizing that the painful withdrawal symptoms that come with opioid abuse severely 
inhibit an opioid user’s ability to take adequate measures in addressing one’s own opioid 
dependence, and that support from the community is often a requirement for successful 
treatment, 
 

Further recognizing that despite the known effectiveness of drug rehabilitation centres in 
reducing the frequency of opioid abuse in a community, and the positive effect safe injection 
sites have on overdose rates, only 1 in 10 opioid users are ever have access to these essential 
services, 
 



Observing that the criminalization of narcotic possession in many affected countries often 
creates a chilling effect, which prevents those who require treatment and rehabilitation from 
accessing these services, due to the threat of being arrested by law enforcement, 
 

Conscious that those who are arrested do not receive treatment for their addiction while 
detained or serving time in prison, and relapse more often as compared to addicts who undergo a 
comprehensive rehabilitation program, causing further damage, 

 
Taking into account the negative social stigma which exists surrounding opioid abuse, 

and the discouraging/prohibitive effect it has on those who wish to seek treatment, 
 

1. Urges member states who have not already done so to: 

(a) Recognize opioid abuse as an issue of public health, and to readjust government 
policies towards the issue accordingly; 

(b) Decriminalize opioid possession, and offer opioid treatment services for those 
who seek it; 

2. Encourages governments to immediately begin investment into services for the purpose 
of improving public health within impacted communities, including, but not limited to: 

(a) Rehabilitation centres which give addicts a path towards recovery; 

(b) Safe injection sites equipped with sterilized needles, and opioid antagonist 
medications such as Naloxone or Narcan in order to reduce the rate of overdose 
and infection; 

3. Recommends that governments develop programs which educate citizens on substance 
abuse for the purpose of dispelling the negative stigma surrounding seeking help for drug 
addiction. 
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